
SENATE BILL #2699 

TITLE:   Implementation of a Land Acknowledgement Statement for 

ASUW Senate Meetings 

DATE INTRODUCED:  April 14, 2020   

AUTHOR:    Senator Titus; Chief of Staff Talamantes; UMC Co-Chair Gonzales  

SPONSORS:  Senators Alrejjal, Mulhall, Pierson, and Welsh; President Wilkins; 

Vice President Houghton; Director Savage; First-Year Senator 

Swilling; SAL Bennett 

1. WHEREAS, the purpose of the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming (ASUW)  

2. Student Government is to serve our fellow students in the best manner possible; and,  

3. WHEREAS, Goal 2 “Sense of Community” of the “ASUW Strategic Plan Moving Forward:  

4. 2018-2022,” as shown in Addendum A, could be addressed by the inclusion of a land  

5. acknowledgement statement at ASUW Senate meetings; and, 

6. WHEREAS, inclusion of land acknowledgment statements is a way to promote community  

7. through cultural understanding by affirming the autonomy and wellbeing of Indigenous  

8. peoples while providing a meaningful opportunity for education and for students to reflect  

9. on the University of Wyoming’s history; and, 

10. WHEREAS, land grant universities have a history of dispossessing Indigenous peoples from  

11. their land and as a result, historical traumas continue to impact these communities and  

12. contribute to rampant disparities throughout Native populations across America as  

13. referenced in Addendum B; and, 

14. WHEREAS, many peer institutions including Colorado State University, Montana State  

15. University, and the University of Colorado-Boulder have implemented institution-wide and  

16. student government focused initiatives surrounding indigenous land acknowledgment; and, 

17. WHEREAS, “A Strategic Plan for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion for ASUW” calls for 

18.  internal diversity through legislation in collaboration with campus partners and groups, as 



19.  shown in Addendum C; and, 

20. WHERAS, campus programs and partners such as the Shepard Symposium on Social  

21. Justice, Martin Luther King Jr. Days of Dialogue, and Keepers of the Fire have implemented  

22. a land acknowledgment statement into their events and programs like the one included in  

23. Addendum D; and, 

24. WHEREAS, the University of Wyoming occupies the land of the Cheyenne, Arapaho,  

25. Shoshone, and Crow peoples along with other Native tribes that call the Great Basin and  

26. Rocky Mountain region home; and, 

27. WHEREAS, land acknowledgements should be a meaningful practice with appreciation and  

28. gratitude to the original inhabitants and their sacrifices made for the land and are  

29. “transformative acts that … undo Indigenous erasure,” as referenced in Addendum B; and, 

30. THEREFORE, be it enacted that the ASUW Rules and Procedures be amended to reflect the  

31. changes in Addendum E; and, 

32. THEREFORE, be it further enacted that, upon passage, this bill will take effect at the start of  

33. Fiscal Year 2021.  

Referred to: Advocacy, Diversity, and Policy; Student Outreach and Programming; Steering  
 

Date of Passage:  Signed:   

                                                                                                  (ASUW Chairperson) 

“Being enacted on  , I do hereby sign my name hereto and 
 

approve this Senate action.”    
 

                                                                               ASUW President 



Addendum A 

 

 
Source: http://www.uwyo.edu/asuw/_files/working%20documents/asuw-moving-forward.pdf 

http://www.uwyo.edu/asuw/_files/working%20documents/asuw-moving-forward.pdf


Addendum B 

  
Sources: https://native-land.ca/territory-acknowledgement/ 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/trauma-toolkit/trauma-concept 

https://native-land.ca/territory-acknowledgement/
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/trauma-toolkit/trauma-concept


Addendum C 

 
Source: http://www.uwyo.edu/asuw/_files/working%20documents/actual-plan.pdf 

http://www.uwyo.edu/asuw/_files/working%20documents/actual-plan.pdf


Addendum D 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

“We collectively acknowledge that the University of Wyoming occupies the ancestral and 

traditional lands of the Cheyenne, Arapaho, Crow, and Shoshone Indigenous peoples along with 

other Native tribes who call the Great Basin and Rocky Mountain region home.  We recognize, 

support, and advocate alongside Indigenous individuals and communities who live here now, 

and with those forcibly removed from their Homelands.”  



Addendum E 

Article 2. Order of Business 

Section 2.01 Order of Business 

1. The flowing shall be the order of business, unless amended on the floor of the 

Senate: 

A. Call to Order 

B. “We collectively acknowledge that the University of Wyoming 

occupies the ancestral and traditional lands of the Cheyenne, Arapaho, 

Crow, and Shoshone Indigenous peoples along with other Native tribes 

who call the Great Basin and Rocky Mountain region home.  We 

recognize, support, and advocate alongside Indigenous individuals and 

communities who live here now, and with those forcibly removed from 

their Homelands.” 

C. Pledge of Allegiance (at individual member’s discretion) 

D. Mission Statement: “The purpose of the Student Government of the 

Associated Students of the University of Wyoming is to serve our fellow 

students in the best manner possible through accurate representation, 

professional interaction with campus programs and organizations, and 

responsible, effective leadership.” 

E. Roll Call- all voting and non-voting members of the Senate. 

 


